CLASSIFICATION. 


sase 2003 /08/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0J 590028001 0-9 

UOifc XD..,,.. T i,,L/ Zb A1 , 


COUNTRY- 


Czechoslovakia 


lOPlC tl la 1st Regt ln Praha-flnzyne 

General 'dlitary Information 


EVALUATION 


PLACE OBTAINED! 


DATE OF CONTENT p rior to ’larch 19g2 


DATE OBTAINED. 


25X1 nATF PRFPflRFD 8 December 19g2 


REFERENCES.. 


PAGES. 


.ENCLOSURES (no. & type>_ 


REMARKS. 






25X1 


* Ji 

General Remarks* 

lo Prior to July 1951, the 1st big Regt, called Kapitana Otalcara Yarose, 
was quartered in a section of the barracks installation in Praha -Ruzyne* 
The soldiers wore blue-bordered black epaulets .* Prior to 8 November 1950, 
the regiment was quartered in two barracks installations on either side 
of the road to Rakousy (0 5l/G 25), at the northern exit of the town of 
Turnov, The so-called Lower Parra cks was west of this road, and the Upper 
barracks east of it 0 1 


25X1 


2o The barracks installation in Praha— Ruzyne, called Xa sarny 17 listopadu 
(Barracks of 17 November), was just north of the Ruzyne railroad station* 
It consisted of about 20 one or multistory buildings and was surrounded 
by a wire fence, about 2 meters high, and on its southwest side by an 
iron fence resting on a low wall foundation^ Radio masts, connected by 
an antenna, were on the headquarters building and another building ,* 1 


ILLEGIB 

□ 


3* Colonel Strejcak (fnu), who was still in command of the regiment for abotit 
a week after the regiment had arrived in Praha, was succeeded by his 
deputy, hajor Vyskocil (fnu), in mid-September 1951* Until early 1951, 

Staff Captain Koudelka (fnu) had charge of the UCO school of the regiment 
in Tiimov* Senior Lieutenant Prasil (fnu) was political officer of the 
regiment. Captain Ulaha (fnu) in command of the 2d Battalion, Captain 
Lipovsky (fnu) in command of the t! L« -Company of the 2d Battalion", and 
Staff Captain Baltez (fnu) in command of the 3d Battalion* 1 

Uo In July 1951 » the 1928 and 19 29 classes served with the regbiont who had 
been drafted in the fall of 1950* The 192? class was to be discharged in 
October l?5l» The soldiers of the 1923 and 1929 classes wore about half 

Czechs and half Slovakians? 

Organization and Strength?^ 

5o The regiment consisted of three battalions, of which the 1st and 2d Battalions 
had 3 companies each, the 3d Ratta3.ion k companies . The strength of each 
company was estimated at about k0 to 50 men* The total ration strength of all 
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battalions was about 800 to 900 persons as was indicated on the notice board 
in the kitchen* Other personnel of the company was detached to other posts for 
. line cons true ti on c Apart from the battalions * there wore also specialist units 
composed of telephone operators* radio operators* teletype operators and 
mechanics* altogether about 500 parsons 0 They were graduates from the HOD 
school but details about their particular tasks were unavailableo 

Ordnance and Equipment* 

6 0 In tho sunriu-jr of 1951* the Perman rifles bark 98 N were exchanged for Czech 
subma chine :uns .‘-ark 1*8 h s and each company also had a light machine gun* 

7o The telephones used /ore old German or Soviet sets* and each battalion had 
about 50 of thorn* About 30 USA-made and a large number of now Czech sets* tiie 
latter still contained in their wooden pack boxes* were stored in tho depot* 

Old German telephone switchboards were used for every-day training and 
exercises* Portable racxio sets which* at other times* were stored in another 
depot* were used during exercises* Large radio sets were also available n They 
were fitted with a rod antenna* about 2*5 meters long* and could be carried 
by two persons* The cables used were old German unes/ ?50 motors o,,r roel, 
or Czech cables up to 1*000 motors per reel* In large-scale maneuvers oulv 
Czech cables were used* There was also a so-called OK cable* 250 motors 4r 
metal reel* Ouch a cable consisted of four individually insulate-:’ oo x jer wires 
with a co.-T. .uo rubber insulation* and was about 10 ran. in diameter* r are wire 
was used for permanent lines* IC-ongine driven or pedal-ooo rated 'onerators 
were available* 

8* In Turnov* the regiment had only a very small number of motor vehicles at its 

disposal* but this stock was increased to 70 to 80 new Praga prj-type* Dodge-tyoe* 

:> tudebak or -type and Aero-type trucks^, including about 30 radio trucks with 
telescopic i:i83ts« The tracks were fitted with a large circular hole in the roof 
of the driver 8 s cabin* Some jeeps and motorcycles were also available* During 
large-scale exercises* the regiment was assigned temporarily up to Ip now Pra/a 
dH-type trucks from a unit stationed in ftakovnik (h dl/L 28)* 

Training and employment 0 

9o Basic training .in Tumov lasted three weeks and was followed bv infantry combat 
training* Since 1950* telephone lines were laid on the ground/ In the summer of 
1>51* a large-scale command-post signal exercise xn which the whole re? iment 
participated was held between Plzen (if $0/b QU) and Doma slice (If 5l/P ?cO aacl 
lasted three weeks* During this exercise* the 2d Battalion had to lay on' OK cal ls 
line 0 Ihe cable reels were transported on carts fitted with onouxoatic tiros* 

/hen the caole was laid along a road* the cables and carts mere placed on the 
trucks and the cable unreeled while the truck drove a Ion;* whereas in ooen 
country and in forests* the carts -were drawn by men* It took about an hour to 
lay II* Kilometers of cable from tho truck. The cable led to a command >ost 
staffed by a total of CO officers including about 15 Soviet officers* 

1°* political instruction included tvo two-hour let-sons a week and a daily 20-ninutos 
lesson* learly all soldiers disliked these lessons* Plough and other advantages 
mainly depended on the individual success of the respective oarticinont,, Solitary 
confinement was tho punishment for public outbursts* and if the soldier ^e nested tH 
offence* he was tried before a military court 0 There were only a few militant 
Communists among the troops* 

11c, On the occasion of lessons given by officers* soldiers wore told that in case 
of emergency it was their duty to establish signal codifications between tho 
divisions . and between the divi sion and the regiments * 2 
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Miscellaneous * 


12 !> drior to July an AAA ijmit of about 500 non was quartered in the 

northeast section of the same barracks installation* These soldiers 
wore red-bordered black epaulets* Three or four iour-axle dual wheeled 
heavy guns drawn by heavy half track vehicles were frequently observed „ 

At least t i ne men could be seated on these .no tor vehicles * borne Praga 
UN-type trucks ware also observed* 

13 In the spring of 1951 s 60 female racruits arrived in the barracks installation 
in tfusyneo They wer© given uniforms with blue-bordored black ooaulets and 
were armed with rifles w^ark >8 3 © One female and sevoral male MCOs gave the 
basic training* It was rumored among the soldiers that uiose women oero to* 
become regular NCOs* In June 1951* they were transferred to an unidentified 
destination 


l2| { > Prior to uuly 1951$ supplies for the 1st big itegt were regularly picked uo 
at the ration supply depot which was a few hundred voters" sout^soutlsnost* 
of Dr Benesov Square in the town district of Pubenec* ibis dexrt consisted 
of at least 15 to 20 one-story or two-story stone buildings and had s our 
tracks* 4 
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0 I | ®n an munition do ot was under construction 

un the woods 3 or k kilometers southeast of Hakovnik and about 2 kilometers 
northwest oj tno visage of Chluia 0 Workmen employed there stated that the 
building operations were begun in 1950* Mo other details were a va liable o? 

l6 a Briar to February 1251$ & phone line was being laid in the area southeast 
of Strasice (If 5o/L 3U)* and it me alleged that an AAA unit was to be 
quartered in a barracks installation on the east edge of the village* heavy 
AAA guns drawn by "naif track vehicles were frequently seen* :)no of "these 
r was mounted bn an outrig, er-type moun t without wheels) 2 

I . . . l it had been transferred Trom winds 

Boleslav (0 ol/o 02) to Btrasice in the fall of 1 930* On one occasion, six 
tanks were seen leaving the barracks area Q Other new buildings adjoining tl i& 
barracks installation were under construction* A Military penal unit was 
quartered in lav wooden buildings near a snail castle 3 or* k kilometers 
southeast of Strasice 

17o In June 1951$ £ unit of 30 i^n of the 1st Sig Regt was temporarily quartered 
in the Burg Kasome in the southwest section of llada boleslav* 

lb„ In the spring of 1 951$ s motorized artillery unit, oquiooed with guns without 
mzzlo fra kes and with small rubber tires , was observed in a barracks 
installation consisting of low wooden buildings , one-story stone buildings 
and permanent garages , about 1,000 niters southwest of the Jinca ('! 5o/L k5) 
railroad station* The guns were only about 1 meter high* urn ono occasion, 
tlxree tanks, of which one was allegedly a T-31* and the others wore of a 
smaller type, mere seen near the installation* ? A headquarters unit with 
a major was accommodated at a former three-story hotel near a road fork, 
about 100 meters wost of the railroad station. There was a kitchen and 
quartering facilities for about 25 car drivers on the ground floor* 

l?o In November 1950, a large signal equipment depot was just southwest of the 
old town district of Ifradec Kralove (Koeniggraetz) ( 0 5l/d 71) and on the 
east edge of* a park at the junction of the Qrlico and Labe aivors c Dome 
soldiers who we training on ?0-c.im to 30~m guns wore observed in the 
barracks installation near the de jot* 
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TT- - Th f lst Sic Itejjt is oonfiroad until July 19&. The 1st 

ssSbSugr 4 **" tae •*" baM ‘ ssssss s- ;i 

.motorized artillery and mortar units ?;erc quartered in th^tno^oarracits * 

Lt Co lons 1 Strojcek 

= ~~^ | as 


installations in * ur-iov 0 1 
(fnu) mentioned in paragraph J was re sorted T 
the 1st Sip Hegt* * L 


comaiidor ox 
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‘ J 1 is teliwod that wartime T/0 provides a signal unit, 
- fSf oattaiion. Tor each division. It is assumed that in case of 

in?M,T *< th ? • exiS ^\ a 2 signal ^iooats will be responsible for the ' 
initial organization of the division signal units which ore still laclcrr- 
Ou ore seat 0 ’ v> 


Jcottaent, The female soldiers ware presumably transferred to the women's 
T?iTT?I|-^7r in the Southern district of the toSn of Ih-aha^huclale 


25X1 


ICoaiiento 

July 


xlio large ration supply depot in T'ubenec is coni’! r*ied until 


. -P- ffg Tn±s a»rnu iition deoot was previously reported * 
[i t was reported that the storing oi ammunition begun ~ 

Iconment 
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Ibis confirms a reportl 


a tank unit, allegedly the 23d lank UrL;, ant « iWl onaea 
naif tracn vehicles were stationed in Strasice. In October r-d s about 6 )0 ] 

*° n ? <* 60th FTP Decin, wore billeted in tho'-iut^nt TW 

were erecting numerous nm quartering buildings 1 


which 7n-s stated that 25X1 
a motorized artillery unit with 
51# about 6 ')0 PIP 


. ? Ms is apparently a notorized AT unit, iresunabW the- : 

lat6 35 **"“»■ **>. was still cquipnod with old 
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